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The government should stop issuing Approved Permits (APs) for importing food to prevent the system from
being abused, said the Federation of Malaysian Consumers Associations (Fomca).

Fomca chief executive officer Datuk Dr Paul Selvaraj said the Agriculture and Agro-based Industry Ministry
should ensure that the imported food met safety standards.

“There’s no need to issue APs for food when it involves essential items. The ministry just needs to make
sure the food brought in is safe.

“If the food is safe, then any retailer who can import the food at the best price should be allowed to do so
without needing an AP,” he said.

He was commenting on the findings of the Malaysia Competition Commission’s (MyCC) Market Review on
Food Sector report, which showed that the AP system was being abused in the import of vegetables.

Selvaraj also called on the government to spare no effort to rid the market of middlemen who raked in
excessive profits.

Entrepreneur Development Minister Datuk Seri Mohd Redzuan Yusof said his ministry, in a bid to address
the country's shortage of beef supply, had initiated discussions with the Australian government to turn
Malaysia into a halal meat processing hub.

He said this was part of the newly-launched New Entrepreneur Policy 2030, which focused on increasing
the number of local entrepreneurs.
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